160             THE LONELY NIETZSCHE
have given your support to my independent attitude. (There is something worse than strong language, namely weak language)."
The main reason for the delay, however, seems to have been that a batch of 500,000 hymn-books had to take precedence of the first part of Xarathustra! Later, the volume remained for an unaccountably long time in the publisher's hands, before it was sent out. In May, my brother writes chaftlngly :
" I hear nothing of Zarathuatra. What can it mean 1 Is he still alive 1 Or have the Toubner firm after all done him to death because of his ' strong language' 1" The unfortunate anti-Semitic movement was this time the cause of delay. My brother writes to Gast: "As to Zarathustra, I hear that it is still awaiting despatch at Leipzig. This is due to the 'important negotiations' and continual travelling of Herr Schmeitener, of the Anti-Semitic Alliance : * publishing muBt wait a bit/ he writes. It's really too absurd, first comes the Christian obstacle, the 500,000 hymn-books, now the anti-Semitic obstacle. That is what the ' founder of a religion' has to put up with."
At last Zaratliustra was given to the world, the first copies arrived in Home at the end of May, 1883. My brother writes : " I am leading quite a bustling life, and spend a gi^at deal of time in cheerful company Whenever I am alone, I feel more agitated than I ever felt before.''